
EL PASO BA R BU L L E T I N

MA R C H 2007

EL PASO BA R BU L L E T I N

MA R C H 2007

March 2007

Our March luncheon will feature FBI Special Agents

Karen McKay and Scott Jensen

www.elpasobar.com
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for online calendaring go to 

HardieMediation.com

EL PASO B A R  B U L L E T I N

W. Reed Leverton
Attorney at Law - Mediator

Alternative Dispute Resolution Services

300 East Main, Suite 1240
El Paso, Texas 79901

(915) 533-2377 - FAX: 533-2376

Looking for a mediation 
date?

Our calendar is available on-line at
www.reedleverton.com.

Your mediation referrals are always appreciated.

What happens 

here stays here...

...and a lot 

happens here.

845-6400 / 845-5099 fax
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• Don’t make personal attacks on lawyers, litigants, or judges
• Don’t accuse opponents of lying unless you can prove it.  
Perhaps they are merely mistaken
• Don’t oppose routine motions for extensions of time, motions for 

post-submission briefs
• Don’t distract the court during your opponent’s presentation
• Don’t argue outside the record
• Don’t misrepresent the law or the facts
• Don’t take “pot shots” at prior court rulings
• Don’t engage in sarcastic, vitriolic, histrionic 
or emotional arguments 
• Don’t make frivolous requests for sanctions
• Practice vent and toss

THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE

State Bar of Texas 
Award of Merit

1996 – 1997 1998 – 1999
2000 – 2001 – 2006

Star of Achievement 2000
State Bar of Texas 

Best Overall Newsletter 2003
Publication Achievement Award

2003 – 2005 – 2006

JUSTICE ANN MCCLURE, 
JUDGE ROBERT ANCHONDO,

CORI HARBOUR, 
CARLOS CARDENAS, 
CHANTEL CREWS, 

2006-2007 Board Members

EX-OFFICIO 
ELIZABETH ROGERS, State Bar 

CARMEN PEREZ, State Bar 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

JUSTICE ANN MCCLURE, 
STEPHANIE TOWNSEND ALLALA,

NANCY GALLEGO, 
JUDGE  OSCAR GABALDON,

CLINTON CROSS, 
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Continued on page 4

PUTTING THE PROFESSIONAL BACK IN THE PROFESSION
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EL PASO BAR ASSOCIATION

March Bar Luncheon

Please make your reservations by Monday, March 12, 2007 at noon by calling 
Nancy at 532-7052 or via email at nancy@elpaso.com
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In re Maloney

Guest speakers will be Special Agents, 
Karen McKay and Scott Jensen of the FBI.

APPROVED FOR ½ HOUR OF MCLE
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

PLEASE NOTE: Please check the Bulletin for all the details regarding all above listed events.  If your 
club, organization, section or committee would like to put a notice or an announcement in the Bar Bulletin 

by Friday, March 9, 2007.  In order to publish your information we must have it in writing.  WE WILL MAKE NO EXCEPTIONS.  We 
also reserve the right to make any editorial changes as we deem necessary.  Please note that there is no charge for this service: (915) 

we may try to remind you, but putting this bulletin together every month is a very big task and we may not have the time to remind you.  
So please don’t miss out on the opportunity to have your event announced.

March, 2007
Thursday, March 1 
WBA Monthly Meeting 
Friday, March 2 
Las Americas Immigration CLE 
Tuesday, March 6

EPCLSA “Bosses Luncheon”
Tuesday, March 6

EPBA Board Meeting
Thursday, March 8

EPYLA Monthly Luncheon
Tuesday, March 13

EPBA Monthly Luncheon
Thursday, March 15

EPPA Monthly Meeting
Thursday, March 15

FBA Brown Bag Luncheon

Friday, March 16 - 
EPYLA St. Patrick’s Day Potluck Party
Thursday, March 22

Labor & Employment Law Seminar
Friday, March 23

Consumer Law Seminar
Friday, March 30

Cesar Chavez Day, EPBA Closed

April, 2007
Friday, April 27
EPYLA Law Day Golf Tournament 
Saturday, April 28

Law Dinner & Awards Banquet

Johnson v. Johnson

Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals 
v. Havner

ANN MCCLURE

President
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The pursuit of self-control should not be regarded as a negative, 
limiting behavior. On the contrary, the reality is that the judicious 

use of self-control is an excellent means for achieving

JUDGE OSCAR G. GABALDÓN JR.
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303 TEXAS AVENUE, SUITE 202 EL PASO, TEXAS 79901

(915) 533-1133 FAX (915)533-8911

WWW.WDDAY.COM

*Corporate/Transactional

*Commercial Litigation

*Probate/Estate Planning

*Personal Injury

*Real Estate

*Collection

*Family Law

*Criminal Law

W D D
W o o d D e a r t h & D a y, L L P

Basic Mediation Training
Monday, March 19 – 

Thursday March 22, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday, March 23, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Embassy Suite 6100 Gateway Drive
El Paso, TX

(40 hours CLE, including 3 ethics)

TEXASONLINE EFILING FOR COURTS

CASEFILE XPRESS

LEXISNEXIS

THE LAW FIRM OF CARLOS EDUARDO CARDENAS

DELGADO, ACOSTA, SPENCER, 
LINEBARGER & PEREZ, L.L.P.
KEMP SMITH, L.P.
SCOTT, HULSE, MARSHALL, FEUILLE, 
FINGER & THURMOND, P.C.
SCHYDLOWER & HARBOUR, L.L.P.

EL PA S O BA R AS S O C I AT I O N
SBOT/TYLA RECEPTION

Our 

thanks 

to our 

Sponsors

Tell us you saw this ad in the El Paso Bar Bulletin 
for a discount on registration fee.
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BY RAFAELA G. GRAFFOS Daily, individuals enter this 
profession with minimal 

command of one or both 
languages and little, if any, 
understanding of the duties 
and responsibilities of an 
interpreter or translator.
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The El Paso Bar Association’s Bar Bulletin is proudly designed and published by 

DEL PUEBLO PRESS, INC.

in Downtown El Paso. Contact us at (915) 329-0240 or pueblo@ureach.com. Continued on page 8

are as follows:

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

as follows:

1) 

2) 

This article focuses 
primarily on the 

relationship forged 
between the County 

Attorney and the 
Better Business 

Bureau to arbitrate 
disputed matters in 

criminal cases.

BY CLINTON CROSS
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O
BY STEPHANIE TOWNSEND ALLALA.  

SPOTLIGHT SERIES

JOHN GROST

10
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REMEMBERING 
SCOTT SEGALL

BY CAROLE POWELL AND BRUCE PONDER

Here is a little self-portrait, written 
to a list serve on January 10, 2006:
When I was 14… I came to the following conclusion:
life is what you make of it.
if you want to have meaning, help people, 
(which is when I decided to become a lawyer). 
If you want to have no 
meaning, be a drunk. 
today I turned 58, and have been a lawyer 31 years. 
Seven people were not put to death because of my work. 
should I die today, I would be pissed
 as I plan to have another 58 years of fun and meaningful life, 
but I would die knowing that I have made a difference, 
and that is good enough.
however, the underlying question is not purpose of life, it is how to 

now for the real secret: exercise.
the human animal needs physical work to elevate the serotonin, and 
other brain chemicals, and for the rest of the parts need to be worked 
for them to be healthy. … I swim 2-3 times a week, (30 min.) 
I ride a bike 30-100 miles a week, (great fun), and I tell you, 
life is full of meaning, full of fun. give it a try, it’s very 
hard to start, but I am so happy that I have.
SCOTT SEGALLContinued on page 12
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-‐‑

-‐‑

SCOTT’S WIT 
AND WISDOM.

A Collaborative Community Program

Serving Those Most In Need

Referred services offered at 

no cost include:

•Residential

Treatment

•Outpatient

Treatment

•Child Care

•Recovery Support

•Employment

Coaching

•Bus Transportation

•Relapse

Prevention

•Spiritual Support

•Care Coordination

•Individual

Recovery Coaching

•Life Skills

•GED Assistance

•Transitional Living

Access To

Recovery (ATR)

Referrals can be made by any

El Paso County Court, Adult Probation

and Child Protective Services. 

Ad name: ATR Community Program 
Publication: El Paso Bar Association
Size: 1/3pg Horizontal (7.5” x 3”)
Contacts: Nick Rocha 521-7426 or Jethro Armijo 521-7655

REMEMBERING SCOTT SEGALL   Continued from page 11



EL PASO BA R BU L L E T I N

MA R C H 2007

EL PASO BA R BU L L E T I N

MA R C H 2007

EL PASO BA R BU L L E T I N

MA R C H 2007

EL PASO BA R BU L L E T I N

MA R C H 2007

13 

SE N I O R LA W Y E R IN T E R V I E WSE N I O R LA W Y E R IN T E R V I E W

 
MARTINEZ: 

CROSS:  

MARTINEZ: 

CROSS: 
MARTINEZ: 

CROSS:  

MARTINEZ: 

CROSS: 

MARTINEZ: 

CROSS: 

MARTINEZ: 

MARIO MARTINEZ
This month I interviewed 

Mario Martinez, a lawyer who 
has contributed a great deal 

of time to Bar activities.
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I Here are some questions, 
observations, and suggestions:

 

BY DAVID J. FERRELL 
djf@elpasolaw.com 

An attorney should treat his 
or her client with respect, 
create respect for the law 

in the client, and diligently 
represent that client 

within the bounds of the 
Disciplinary Rules statutes, 

and precedents. 
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situations, 

3 .  Understand that  the 
messages sent/received may be 
reviewed. 

4. Be vigilant of viruses. 

5.  Avoid cutesy/profane 
Instant Messaging screen names 
at work. 

6. Follow accepted Instant 
Messaging protocols. 

7 .  I f  you need to  send 
documents 

8 .  K e e p  p e r s o n a l  a n d 
professional contacts separate. 

9. Careful how you message. 

10 .  Know what  you’re 
saying. 

11. The Instant Messaging 
actions 

-
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I

Las 
Siete Partidas

 

Many questions about the 
history of the practice of law in 
El Paso need to be researched. 
How did the Native Americans, 
the Spanish, and thereafter the 

Mexicans resolve disputes? When 

lawyers arrive? Who were they?  

BY CLINTON CROSS
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O We had an unprecedented number of volunteers 
from the El Paso legal community.  These 

volunteers were the heart of the competition.  
Sixteen teams competed this year in what was a 

wonderful and spirited competition. 

LAW FIRM MERCHANT ACCOUNTS 
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L

Michigan Journal of Race & Law

EPYLA’S MARCH STARS OF THE BAR
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El Paso County Legal Support Association

El Paso Paralegal Association

El Paso Women’s Bar Association

El Paso Young Lawyers Association

19

ASSOCIATION NEWSASSOCIATION NEWS

Matt Watson

Friday, March 30, 2007 CESAR CHAVEZ DAY

Holiday Schedule
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Media t ion /A rb i t ra t ion

EFFECTIVE MEDIATIONS 
FAIR, BINDING ARBITRATIONS

27  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E
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LABOR LAW SECTION OF THE EL PASO BAR ASSOCIATION

Tuesday, March 20, 2007, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

$30  $35 - Nonmembers

EL PASO BAR ASSOCIATION 
AND SBOT CONSUMER AND 
COMMERCIAL LAW SECTION

Friday, March 23, 2007

FREE

SEMINARS

FEATURED PRESENTATIONS:
What’s New with the DTPA – 

of Law
Attacking Unfair 
Arbitration Clauses – 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE SCHEDULED PROGRAM:
1:00 – 1:20 Discussion of discrimination claims under Title VII, Chapter 21   
 of the Labor Code, and 42 USC §1981.    

1:20 – 1:40: Avoiding and Compelling Arbitration.    

1:40 – 2:00 Injured employees.  Handling claims under the ADA, 
 Chapter 21, FMLA, and Chapter 451

2:00 – 2:20 Mediating employment cases – Tips for a successful mediation.     

2:20 – 2:40 Litigating against governmental entities.   

2:40 – 3:00 Panel Discussion – Retaliation cases after Burlington Northern v. White.  
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 Must be self 
motivated, hard working and dedicated. Strong writing 

package will be competitive with regional market. Please 
submit resumes to Paula Rosales, firm administrator 
at Rincon Mounts, P.C., fax #915-532-6808 or email at 
prosales@rinconmounts.com.  

Job Opportunity:  
Notice to attorneys wanting to apply for a Judge Advocate 
position with the U.S. Army Reserve unit serving the El 
Paso, TX, Las Cruces, NM area.  Eligible candidates may 
qualify for $10,000, 6 year term, sign up bonus.  State bar 
license required.  Those interested visit the website, http://
www.jagcnet.army.mil/JARO and the Application forms link 
and email resume to: LTC Jeffrey J. Tasher, 5035th GSU, 
Ft. Bliss, TX at TasherJ@bliss.army.mil

receptionist, runner, conference rooms, parking, etc.  Call 
Bob Earp or Larry Schwartz, 542-1533.

CLASSIFIEDS
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Check out the newly redesigned 

El Paso Bar Association website 

and tell us what you think.  

Go to www.elpasobar.com 

Check us Out

Las Americas 
Immigration Pro-Bono 

Program CLE 
Location: 

Date: 
Time: 

Your local of-counsel throughout California
Licensed in California and Texas 

Law Office of  David Wilton
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THE EL PASO YOUNG LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

Please consider the following criteria: The nominee must be licensed to practice in Texas and must be 36 

Please consider the following criteria: The nominee must be currently serving as an active Administrative, 

 

 

Your nominations are sincerely appreciated and will help us recognize and give credit to deserving judges, 
lawyers and others who have made a positive impact on our profession and community.
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EL PASO BAR ASSOCIATION PRESORTED 
STANDARD 

U. S. POSTAGE 
PAID

EL PASO, TEXAS
PERMIT NO. 2516

El Paso Bar Association

11TH ANNUAL CIVIL 
TRIAL SEMINAR

Our Thanks 

to our Sponsors

NOEL GAGE, GAGE & GAGE LAW FIRM
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

TEXAS ARBITRATION & MEDIATION SERVICES

PATRICIA PALAFOX, MEDIATOR

HARDIE MEDIATION

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION SERVICES

JUDGE ALEJANDRO GONZALEZ

STEVEN C. JAMES MEDIATION

THOMAS HIGHSMITH

BRUCE KOEHLER

SCHYDLOWER & HARBOUR, L.L.P.


