
June 2010

www.elpasobar.com

Texas Appleseed: 
Finding Practical Solutions 
to Remove Justice Barriers
By Rebecca Lightsey, 

Page 6

Senior Lawyer Interview
Karl Friedman

Advance Sheet, 1603
!e Trial of 
Sir Walter Raleigh

By Clinton Cross. 

Page 10

By Charles Gaunce. 

Page 11



We Talk 
Hard.

HARDIEMEDIATION.COM

See our website 

calendar and

 booking system

Bill Hardie

W. Reed Leverton, P.C.

300 EAST MAIN, SUITE 1240
EL PASO, TEXAS 79901

(915) 533-2377  -  FAX: 533-2376
on-line calendar at: www.reedleverton.com

Your mediation referrals are always appreciated.

 Licensed Texas Attorney; Former District Judge; Over 900 Mediations
Full-Time Mediator / Arbitrator
LL.M. in Dispute Resolution



THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE

State Bar of Texas 

Award of Merit

1996 – 1997 – 1998 – 1999
2000 – 2001 – 2006

Star of Achievement 2000 - 2008
State Bar of Texas 

Best Overall Newsletter – 2003, 2007

Publication Achievement Award

2003 – 2005 – 2006 – 2007 – 2008

NABE – LexisNexis Community 

& Educational Outreach Award 2007

 President
President-Elect
Vice- President

Treasurer
Secretary

Immediatel Past 
President

2009-2010 BOARD MEMBERS
Judge Regina Arditti

Miguel “Mike” Torres
Gerald Howard

Anna Perez
Jaime Sanchez

Francisco “Paco” Dominguez
Cheryl Lay-Davis

Judge Tom Spieczny
Diana Valdez

Donald Williams
Teresa Beltran

Judge Linda Chew
Mark Dore

Myer Lipson
EX-OFFICIOS

SBOT Director, District 17
EPYLA, MABA, EPWBA

ABOTA, FBA, ,EPPA
EL PASO BAR FOUNDATION

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Nancy Gallego
EDITORIAL STAFF

Clinton Cross, Editor
Stephanie Townsend Allala

Judge Oscar Gabaldón
Donna Snyder

“The El Paso Bar Journal is a bi-monthly publication of 

the El Paso Bar Association. Articles, notices, suggestions 

and/or comments should be sent to the attention of Nancy 

Gallego. All submissions must be received by the Bar 

ads, and feature articles should not be considered an 

endorsement of any service, product, program, seminar 

-

ticles published in the Bar Journal do not necessarily 

Bar Association does not endorse candidates for 

and should never be construed to be, an endorsement 

3

A

provided a much needed shot in the arm to our dues based budget.  

We did so knowing the need is great, the cause is worthy, and the duty to meet this demand is ours because 

I am pleased to report that this Association met this objective in a manner that should make everyone  
proud.  Not only did we sustain a dialogue on ATJ throughout the year in this Journal; we came through with 

Chicago that the El Paso Bar Association was selected to receive the local bar 2010 Community and Edu-

I am encouraged that our Board unanimously voted to produce the “Access to Justice Fair” on an annual 
basis.  And with the competence and dedication already exhibited by our next President, Chantel Crews, I 

Under Law”.

Carlos Eduardo Cárdenas, President

“And now the end is here

My friend, I’ll say it clear
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E L  P A S O  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

Tuesday,  June 8, 2010
 201 E. Main, 18th Floor, Chase Bank $20 per person 12:00 Noon

8th Court of Appeals who will speak on the Lady Liberty project, 

the progress and the funding.

We will also have the Election and Swearing In of our new 

– President
– President Elect

-  – Vice President
– Treasurer

– Secretary

(3-year term)

T
The Arts.  The El Paso Bar Association and the 
Federal Bar Association El Paso Chapter are 

charge.  

El Paso attorneys in legal matters relating to 

a pro bono basis to the El Paso community.  The 
Museum desires to promote a greater working 
dialogue between the El Paso legal and arts 

Sarmiento.  He is a native El Pasoan who received 

School.  He is in practice in New York City and 
is an Adjunct Instructor at the Brooklyn Law 
School.  Mr. Sarmiento is actively engaged in 

Property Law and Copyrights 

7:00 – 8:00  Presentation and discussion on 
Lawyers For The Arts  
(1 Hour CLE credit)

You may attend either, or both, presentations 

gov prior to July 1.  Museum hours are 

El Paso Lawyers for the Arts
BY MARK HEDRICK
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June 2010

July, 2010

Thursday, July 1

El Paso Lawyers for the Arts 

Seminar & Recepton

Monday, July 5

EPBA & County closed – 

Tuesday, June 1

EPBA Board Meeting

Saturday, June 5

Battle of the Bands & Talent Show

Tuesday, June 8

EPBA Monthly Luncheon

Election and Swearing In 

Thursday, June 17

EPPA Monthly Luncheon Meeting

Friday, June 18

EPBA & County closed 

PLEASE NOTE: Please check 

the Journal for all the details 

regarding all above listed events.  

If your club, organization, sec-

tion or committee would like to 

put a notice or an announcement 

in the Bar Journal for your 

upcoming event or function for 

please have the information to 

the Bar Association office by 

-

der to publish your information 

any editorial changes as we 

deem necessary.  Please note 

that there is no charge for this 

-

bar.com - email.  If we do not 

receive your information by the 

may try to remind you, but put-

ting this journal together every 

month is a very big task and we 

may not have the time to remind 

you.  So please don’t miss out 

on the opportunity to have your 

event announced.

of Directors. The El Paso Bar Association does not endorse candidates 
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O
ver the past decade, public interest 

law center Texas Appleseed has 

been involved in some of the most 

significant justice issues facing 

the state and nation.  It has succeeded time 

and again in protecting the rights of the most 

vulnerable. To what does Texas Appleseed 

attribute its effectiveness?  It credits the power 

of the pro bono bar.--Editors

Appleseed opened its doors in 1996 as a law 
center in the public interest.  From the beginning, 
Texas Appleseed has partnered with pro bono 

social and economic justice challenges. 

serves no one constituency and does not take 
individual cases. Instead, it uses its detailed 

action and public awareness to help change 
laws, policies and marketplace practices to 
achieve greater justice.

cost, unregulated payday and auto title industry 
in Texas, the 

mental disabilities, and the 

income and immigrant consumers.

Stories with the Power to Inspire Reform
Texas Appleseed was established to tackle 

impediments to justice in a systemic way, but 

that motivate pro bono attorneys to team with 

injustice:  
A 

50-year-old legal permanent resident with 

schizophrenia, who had lived in New York City 

mental institution after a New York criminal 

court declared him incompetent to stand trial 

on a trespassing charge.  Instead, he was 

deportation— and so abruptly, that his family 

and lawyer did not know what had happened.  At 

the detention center, he received no medication 

convinced he will die on the streets.

A 28-year-old woman told 

Texas Appleseed she moved nine times and had 

about a dozen caseworkers during her years 

in long-term foster care.  She was sexually 

abused in one foster placement and served a 

stint in prison before turning her life around 

and earning an advanced college degree.  She 

has seven siblings, but today, only knows where 

three of them are.

Hurricane Ike damaged his long-time home 

FEMA trailer, this Galveston homeowner and 

assistance to rebuild.
  A 

T A: 
Finding Practical Solutions to Remove Justice Barriers

Texas Appleseed was established to tackle impediments to 

justice in a systemic way, but it is the individual stories of 

vulnerable people that motivate pro bono attorneys to team 

BY REBECCA LIGHTSEY, J.D. 
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ultimately exceeded $1,200 a month.
In April 

2009, six students at a Texas high school were 
hospitalized and the school evacuated when 

their school policing policies available to 
parents and the public.

Texas Appleseed’s Early Successes

(1996) 

admission to Texas public law schools, Texas 
Appleseed created its Diversity Legal Scholars 
program.  Because law schools were increasing 
their reliance on Law School Admissions Test 
(LSAT) scores, Texas Appleseed partnered 

disadvantaged minority students.  Today, more 

including attorneys practicing in El Paso -- are 
volunteering to mentor these scholars during 
law school. 

Presenting an even greater challenge was 

Appleseed conducted detailed research and 

crime in Texas, ensuring that their attorneys are 

Current Priority Projects
Texas Appleseed is currently working in 

stories above.
.  

With pro bono partner 
Texas Appleseed has just 

disabilities are treated in the immigration system. 

Justice Department are currently reviewing 

which include:  1) improving the detention 

consistent immigration court procedures to 
recognize and accommodate people with mental 

 

Texas 
Appleseed issued a groundbreaking School-to-
Prison Pipeline report in 2007, made possible 

pro bono

  That report documented 

disciplinary policies that contribute to school 

the juvenile justice system.  Appleseed used 

when reaching disciplinary decisions.  Just last 
month, Texas Appleseed released its report on 
student expulsion and documented the same 
disproportionate impact on minority and special 

research on discretionary school suspensions 
and alternative school placements.  Texas 
Appleseed will release another report later this 

school districts to release their campus police 
 

Children, Youth & Families, Texas Appleseed 
and lead pro bono partner 

are researching ways 
in which the courts and legal system can 

Conservatorship).  Research shows that children 

homelessness, and justice system involvement 

and recommendations will be released this year. 
Texas 

Appleseed applauds El Paso and other cities 

to close a legal loophole that allows payday 
and auto title businesses to charge exorbitant 

the AARP and other public interest groups are 

 
Texas Appleseed has 

    
Measuring Appleseed’s Impact

pro bono and social justice.  Our 
successes are measured annually against a 

reaching impacts to the work we do.  As Texas 

seeds in an apple, but not the apples in any one 
seed.” 

Visit our website, www.texasappelseed.
net, and contact our Legal Director Deborah 

out how to get involved.  Help us plant the 

The El Paso Bar Association’s Bar Bulletin is proudly 
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BY JACQUELINE SHI

Law West Of The Pecos

The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe 

Railway Company f/k/a/ The Atchison, Topeka  

and Santa Fe Railway Company v. National 

Burlington Northern and Santa Fe 
Railway Company (BNSF or railroad) 

entered a take-nothing summary judgment 

Company (National Union).  The trial court 
determined that National Union did not have a 

had no right to indemnity.  
In 1994, BNSF entered into a three-year 

agreed to purchase a comprehensive general 
liability policy and a contractual liability 
policy, and that BNSF would be named as 
an “additional insured” on the policies.  SSI 

railroad crossing accident.  

partial summary judgment order and denied 

judgment on the damages issue.  The court 

Appeals.

the CGL policy terms.  According to the 

endorsement page attached to the policy, BNSF 

bodily injury or property damage caused by SSI 

this, the court applied the “eight corners rule,” 
and compared the policy provisions to the 
allegations in the underlying petition.

Evanston Ins. Co. v. ATOFINA Petrochemicals, 

Inc

issue on appeal was whether the “PRODUCTS-
COMPLETED OPERATIONS HAZARD” 

the words chosen by the parties.  To determine 

concluded that National Union did not have 

court did not err by granting summary judgment 

argued the products-completed operations 
hazard exclusion did not apply to bar coverage.  
The court rejected this argument.  BNSF also 

insured under the policy.  The court determined 

additional insured under the policy.  But because 

coverage exclusion applied, any coverage 
BNSF may have been entitled to was negated.  
As such, the court concluded the trial court did 
not err in granting summary judgment regarding 
indemnity.    

Because summary judgment was proper, 

and costs.



Federal, District, County Court-Ordered 

Family and Probate
To schedule daytime or weekday at 6:00 p.m. 

9

Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid Update
For many years, legal aid and public 

defender lawyers have labored under the 

disability of representing poor people.  Since 

lawyers are like other folk usually judged by 

the company they keep, the public perception 

has often been that lawyers who represent 

the poor are also poor lawyers.  Perhaps 

the following update on some of the recent 

successes of TRLA’s lawyers here and around 

the State of Texas may help dispel the myth 

that poor people are also represented by poor 

lawyers. Editors

As an attorney with Texas RioGrande 

to work with bright and remarkable 
people.  These individuals work in the 14 TRLA 

His one-year term begins in June. He previously 

Association. Pablo is the Private Attorney 

His position includes the organization-wide 

opportunities. He has worked closely with 

Community Justice Program with the El Paso 
Bar and Family Court Judiciary to streamline 

A training and CLE on the Community Justice 

Soraya Yanar Hanshew, was appointed 

with an emphasis on age discrimination.  She 

Association (EPYLA) selected Selina Llaguno 
as Vice-President and Joey Veith as Secretary. 

the highly popular EPYLA Basketball League, 

Texas state bar exam. She moved to El Paso last 

discrimination, and she conducts educational 

By achieving the highest score on the bar exam, 

give a speech to the inductees at the swearing 
in ceremony in Austin on May 24, 2010. Anji 

Alberto Mesta Jr. is the branch manager of 

Aid.

BY ALBERTO MESTA, JR.

Pablo Almaguer



home, and chatted with him about his family 

and his work. 

 CROSS: Tell me a little bit about your 

family.  

raised in the Bronx.  He served in the army 
during World War I.  He was injured during 

owned the Eagle Department Store on Santa Fe 
and Overland.  

Paso and went into the luggage business with 

uncle).  Incidentally, Phil and I were born one 
day apart at Hotel Dieu. 

Corporation (a New Deal program) in El Paso.  
President Roosevelt appointed him the head 

metal trailers to transport cotton to the gin.  He 
built many properties in Fabens and served as 

also started the El Paso Tennis Club.

and producer.  He is very talented musically. 
 
CROSS: Where did you go to School?

I attended White, Fabens, and 
Crockett Elementary schools.  I attended Austin 
and El Paso high schools and Allen Military 

 
CROSS:  What did you do after you 

graduated?

the Upper Valley and sold real estate.  Later I 

 
CROSS: So how did you end up becoming 

a lawyer?

talked me into going to Baylor Law School.  I 
graduated in 1960 and passed the Bar exam. 

 
CROSS: Then back to El Paso?

Correct.  I came home and 

Stanley Rosen. My nephew Jim Scherr cut his 

 
CROSS:  When did you get married?

and she lives here now.  She is a television 

Television Video (MTV).  He has received three 

Emmy awards.  Daren lives in Jerusalem and is 

children, and another is expected in June.  

on October 16th.  She was born and raised here.  
She was a multi-talented artist, a sculptress, a 

display at the Doubletree Hotel, especially in 

 
CROSS:  I understand you ultimately 

left the practice and became a full time 

businessman?

 

I served on many boards, 
among them the Heart Association, the YMCA, 

Masonic Lodge.
 

pro 

bono cases.  I remember an immigration case in 
particular.  Bob Millard asked me to help him 

was arrested upon re-entry on the grounds that 

that our client had made a “casual departure.”  I 

Appeals in Washington, D.C., and lost.  Bob 

Circuit, and he won. 
 

We should strive to excel 

participate in yoga.  I am an avid and eclectic 
reader.  I spend time with my children.  All this 

SE N I O R LA W Y E R IN T E R V I E W

BY CLINTON F. CROSS



Evidence classes love to present the trial 

the justice presented by the case, but to 

best in the world.

trial was not whether Sir Walter Raleigh was 

could the government go to secure a conviction 

state?
I will leave it to the reader to research the 

only assert that he was widely viewed as 

under Queen Elizabeth I, but under her 

The charges against Sir Walter were that 
he had conspired with others to place Lady 

the throne and reinstitute the Roman Church 

as there was also pending what history calls the 

disclosed to Sir Walter at the commencement 

American practice, and the Court to try the case 

Sir Edward Coke, but the Court also presented 
evidence to the jurors. The evidence against 

Cobham against Sir Walter. Sir Walter was not 

thinking at the time was that the prosecution had 

the time and today was that Sir Walter was not 

imposed on the prosecution.
History generally accords to the Lord 

proceedings were called a circus, the description 
would be considered as exceptionally kind. The 

Walter was presented and Sir Walter 
responded by asserting that Lord Cobham 

permitted to cross examine Cobham relied on 

statute (1 and 2 Ph. and M. [Philip and Mary], 

be had according to the common law, but he 

selective interpretation?

come as no surprise that Sir Walter was 

check.
No right to cross-examine witnesses – 

check.
No right to be to be told the charges prior to 

trial – check.
Conducting the trial in a highly charged 

political atmosphere - check
Upon his conviction, (seriously now, did 

whence you came, there to remain until the 

drawn upon a hurdle through the open streets to 

cut down alive, and your body shall be opened, 
your heart and bowels plucked out, and your 

your soul.”

A S, 
The Trial of Sir Walter Raleigh 

BY CHARLES GAUNCE



WSupreme Court, lawyers may want 
to take a moment to review President George 

Warren court and in a conservative direction.  

book 

Justice John Roberts and Justice Samuel Alito 
to the court.  The book has received excellent 

Courthouse. ed.

The Book Review

SUPREME  CONFLICT:  

The  Inside  Story  of  the  Struggle  

for  Control  of  the  United  States  

Supreme  Court

PENGUIN PRESS, NEW YORK, 2007

Readers are invited to submit book reviews for publication in the El Paso Bar Journal.  

Books reviewed should be available for checkout in  the Robert J. Galvan Law Library.  

Readers are invited to  contribute books to the library, or recommend their purchase.  

G
University in 1978, Gerry joined the Army and 

While stationed at Ft. Bliss, Gerry met and 
married Pam Cook. They were later blessed with 

Christine. In 1994, Gerry returned to El Paso and 

Gerry joined the El Paso Bar Association 

has constructively contributed to the growth and 

Gerry believes judges and attorneys should 
support and become actively involved in one 
or more local bar associations. Without broad 

the bar as a whole.” 

Gerry Howard: An Advocate 
For Professional Involvement

BY JUDGE OSCAR G. GABALDÓN, JR.

permitted to mount an expedition to Guiana 

Even Lord Popham remarked, “I hope I shall 
never see the like again”.

Harry L. Stephenson delivered a lecture to the 
Royal Historical Society in which he stated: 

convicted he was perhaps the most illustrious. 
We have learned better since his day, and have 

real reasons to be proud, but how have we done 
it? To my mind the answer comes as clear as 
clear can be. We have done it by studying our 

law continuously, diligently, honestly, and with 

Can the American legal system continue to 
make that claim?



Dear Colleagues:
The Ethics Committee of the El Paso Bar 

Association as part of the state-wide theme of 

Access to Justice, is presenting brief synopses 

of recent Ethics Opinions.  The Supreme Court 

of Texas appoints the nine members of the 

Professional Ethics Committee for the State 

Bar of Texas from members of the bar and the 

judiciary.  The court also appoints the committee’s 

Texas Government Code, “Committee opinions 

texts of the Ethics Opinions are available on the 

website of the Texas Center for Legal Ethics at 

www.tclep.org.

Guy N. Fields, III

CJones Smith Law Firm, the Johnson 
Davis Law Firm, and the Morris Law Firm, 
wish to advertise cooperatively under the name 
“Jones Smith Group.”   The “Jones Smith 

is pursuant to a written disclosure and consent 
agreement that is entered into by the client 

own name.

Rule are met.  Under Rule 7.04(o), each such 

otherwise violate the Texas Disciplinary Rules 

in advertising in the public media or in seeking 

is permitted under Rule 7.01(a) and that is 

that the name “Jones Smith Group” is a trade 
name since the name would be understood by 
the public as a name adopted to designate the 
business conducted by the lawyers advertising 

by Rule 7.01(e).

A was suspended.  B believed A to be licensed at 

with a non-lawyer, except under circumstances 
not applicable here.  The Ethics Committee 

agreement violates the Rule and Lawyer B is 

involved.

with a suspended or disbarred lawyer in that 

matter in which the lawyer was representing the 
client.  The lawyer, recognizing the malpractice, 
presented to the client an agreement to settle the 
malpractice claim.  The client entered into the 

payment.  The client was not represented by 

matter.

Ethics opinions from the professional ethics 
committee for the State Bar of Texas

J  - F 
BY GUY N. FIELDS III 



The Ethics Committee opined that under 

Conduct, a lawyer may settle a malpractice 
claim with a client not represented by 

lawyer-client relationship to the client; (2) 

independent representation is appropriate with 

connection with the negotiation and settlement 

to be or becomes adversely limited by the 

represent a client in certain circumstances where 
representation would otherwise be prohibited, 

legal representation, under Rule 1.06 the 
lawyer-client relationship must end as to the 
matter in which the malpractice arose.  Further,  

the lawyer, as promptly as reasonably possible,  
must terminate the lawyer-client relationship 

occurred and that the lawyer-client relationship 
has been terminated.

 (February 2010):  A lawyer 
represents a client on her personal injury claim 

any award the expenses paid by the lawyer in 

connection with the representation.  The client 
had incurred medical expenses relating to the 
representation, which were intended to be paid 

and pays this amount to obtain a complete 

provided in the engagement agreement and less 

released.  With the check the lawyer gives the 

that is being paid to the client.
The Ethics Committee determined that in the 

a client to the contrary, charging, collecting, 

actually paid by a lawyer would violate the 

Opinion did not include the related but distinct 

contrary, when a client has engaged a lawyer 

the client may reasonably be expected to 

overhead expenses are subsumed within the 

basis).   The Ethics Committee agreed with 

that opinion.

(February 2010): A lawyer 
represented a client in various matters.  The 

and the lawyer decided to pursue collection 

that the client was shown to have committed 

relating to the litigation.

and the client does not consent the lawyer may 

Interestingly, the Opinion states that a matter 

included in a government record but  may not 

known, a lawyer may still be allowed to reveal 

include a controversy between the lawyer and 

the extent, but only to the extent, necessary to 

Judge Robert Anchondo has been elected 
as Vice President and Jay Nye has been 

(TADCP). 
TADCP yearly 

Please join us in this endeavour by volunteering 

with your tax deductable contribution.

Nye at: : 

Ignacio (Nacho) 
Estrada at: 532-8250.

6e Texas Association of Drug Court Professionals Conference to be held in El Paso
BY JAY L. NYE

 

Teams



When the celebrated English playwright William 
Shakespeare uttered these thought-provoking 

their own choosing, but by other circumstances, 

list goes on and on. 

present in many dependency court cases. This 

other interested stakeholders in the dependency 

very important to their children, but they are 

with the judge, has an ongoing duty to assure 

their rights and privileges throughout the entire 
child protection legal process. 

rights under the law should be treated as nothing 

CASAs, or others with an interest and need 
to know. Additionally, the judge, among other 

as well as the ultimate arbitrators in the 

used to describe their legal status, should be 

court proceedings, to be appointed an attorney 
in accordance with existing laws, to be allowed 

in the process within legal bounds, and to 

Reviews (CFSRs) are some legal measures that 
are in place to assure and strengthen judicial 
oversight over child protection cases. These 

notice about court proceedings, and have their 
legal rights ignored, they, like their children, 

their children. 

outcomes. In these respects, we must also 

very dependable members, help create a sense 

children. 

married in the more traditional sense should not 

right to be treated with all the rights, privileges, 
and attentions as any other children in the child 

the children develop or strengthen their bonding 
with both parents, and to seriously support both 
parents with appropriate services to increase 
their ability to properly parent and protect their 

appointments, school activities, and otherwise 

Fathers are just as important as the mothers, 

Even though substantial strides have already 
been made to enhance court best practices and 

with open arms, so that they may cherish their 
children beyond their biological ties to them. 

as the German poet, philosopher, and historian 

and sons.”

BY JUDGE OSCAR G. GABALDÓN, JR.



Tis pleased to introduce the Bar to Selina 

at Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid, where she 

2007.    

While in college Selina went through the Law 
School Preparation Institute and worked at the 

Selina attended the University 

law school Selina spent her 
summers in El Paso interning 

Cardone and Texas Riogrande 
Legal Aid (TRLA).  In her third 
year at UT, she began working 

to Justice Project where she 

She was also awarded the UT 

service practice.  

have no legal status in the United 

was limited to one year, TRLA 

work and kept Selina on their 
team, where she continues to 
work with and empower domestic 
violence survivors. 

EPYLA since she returned to El 
Paso in 2007.  She was recently elected vice 

in 2010 and 2011, continuing to contribute to 
both the El Paso legal community and also to 
the larger community that we all serve.  

Selina  Llaguno
BY PATSY LÓPEZ

TDicky Grigg, who discussed 

law.” 
The Young Lawyers presented awards 

to Judge Patricia Macias (“Outstanding 
Jurist”), Clinton Cross (“Outstanding 
Senior  Lawyer”) ,  Danny  Razo 

(“Outstanding Lawyer”), and Erik Pavia 
(“Outstanding Pre-Law Student”), Paco 

Cori Harbour (“Pro Bono Award), Mark 

the Year Award”), Betty Allen Rogriguez 

(“Outstanding Federal Attorney”), 
and Patricia Baca (“Outstanding State 
Attorney”).  

On May 8, the Bar Association 
sponsored a “Law Day Chess Tournament” 

in grades 1 through 8 (children in 

the tournament: Judge Norbert Garney, 
Clinton Cross, Gerald Georges, and Paul 

coordinator with Judge Oscar Gabaldon, 

Association team.  

T E P C L 
S A 

recently held elections for its 
2010-2011 fiscal year and the following 

individuals were elected to office: 
President:  

Carol Gutierrez, PLS 
(ScottHulse P.C.)
Vice President:  

Jerri Boone 
(Kemp Smith LLC)

Secretary:  
Debbie Reed 

(Gordon Mott & Davis P.C.)
Treasurer:  

Faynell Poe, PP, PLS 
(Firth Johnston Martinez)

Director:  Gina Picasso, PP, PLS 
(U.S. Attorney’s Office)

Parliamentarian:  
Jorie Licking, PP, PLS 

(Hunt Companies)

LAW DAY AWARDS 
ACTIVITIES AND 

ACTIVITIES
BY NANCY GALLEGO



Philip R. Martinez

U.S. District Court, 
Western District 

Division

B.A., UTEP, 1979; 
J.D., Harvard, 1982

County Court at 

14, 2002); U.S. District Court, Western District 

present)

Eva Gonzalez

Mike Nobles

e?

management.  I have also supported the Western 

station.  We have also sought to expand the number 

the El Paso Division criminal justice system, such as 

working with my colleagues to transition into a new 

Paso Bar.  However, I wish lawyers would take a 
more active role in educating the public regarding 

have been accorded the keys to the legal system, 
and we need to make sure others recognize their role 
in that system.

The best title I have ever had is “Dad.”  I have two 
daughters and I love them both very much.

Texas Bar Foundation 

BBBF/El Paso County 

Arbitration Program

this opportunity to serve their community.

program to resolve disputes between consum-
ers and merchants. BBB arbitrators must be 

 

The 

Do I have the time?

operations@bbbelpaso.org 



I computer in 1997 when I learned that my 

this program to do my books and payroll.   I 

up in the trust account. I learned that our payroll 
and trust account was being administered 

data.  I then went to Computer 
City and purchased QuickBooks 

and within two hours I setup the 

and discovered what a horrible 

we had been set up as a trucking 
company, that was why our trust 

module that sets up a business with the regular 

As good as QuickBooks was/is I became 

QuickBooks also kept “upgrading” the desktop 

be supported by “tech support” which I used 
occasionally but when I did, it was critical.

the least, so, I began researching other ways 
to keep my books.  I did not want to go back 

away easily.  So I went to QuickBooks online 

Initially, I was worried about having my 
books in the “cloud” where maybe the world 

having read the QuickBooks online materials 
and being assured that my data was secure, 

QuickBooks Online is a VeriSign Secured™ 
product, which means they use the same data-

data security.  I was able to setup an online 

kept my desktop version and data (just in case) 
and began using the online version.  My main 
motivation was to eliminate the incessant update 
and plug in costs AND the time I had to put in 

desktop version anymore.  I did not have to pay 

What did it cost me?  QuickBooks online 

nor the new tax tables, QuickBooks does that.  

administrative secretary.  So, in reality, I would 

in, but now I am paying $46.82 a month which 

come with the online version automatically.  
I have an accountant that prepares my 940 

and 941 reports and my annual tax return and 

some tax/accounting issue my 
accountant can get online while 
I am online and we can discuss 
these issues on the phone.  When 

and my tax return she can do 

QuickBooks, I can prepare these 

better having a CPA review what 
I am doing.  

bells and whistles that are easy to use and the 

can help you set up how you want the program 
to display.  A detailed log is created showing 

secretary and my accountant) and what they did 
(write checks, make a deposit, review my data, 
etc.) and when.  I can access my QuickBooks 

review/work on my books at home. As a matter 

they are due.  Tax payments are made online the 

QuickBooks Online - How the CLOUD 
Works With Your BOOKS

BY DAVID J. FERRELL



Absolutely no cost to receive legal advice!

Michael McKenzie 
(foreground), 6 years 
old from Surrat 
Elementary School in 
Clint, Texas

!e Honorable Norbert J. Garney with 
Sebastian Gutierrez, who is wearing the 

“I beat a lawyer” medal

Clinton Cross playing with students 
participating in Law Day Chess 

Tournament

Paul Kubinski playing kinder student 
Michael McKenzie

LAW DAY CHESS 
TOURNAMENT
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Makin My Way, 
Just Getting By

When I Look Up, 
I Got The Blue Sky.
In This Crazy World, 

We All Could Get Caught

 
But Just Remember, 

The Laws That We Have, 
Can Cut Both Ways.

Better You Learn 

It Could Be A Shame.
To Make Bad Selections, 

And Be A Loser

You Could Be A Chooser.
 

Since The Revolution
We Have Rights 

In The Constitution.
 

I Got The Right 
To Hang Wit My Homies
And Look At Whatever 

They Wanted To Show Me 
 

I Got The Right
To Talk To The Man 

 
The Police And The Army 

To My Girl On The Phone
 

And Against All Comers

Expensive And Cheap

Without Good Grounds, 
Go Get A Warrant, 

No Snooping Around.
 

And They Have Accused Me

To Due Process.
 

“You Broken The Laws.”
He Has To Indict Me, 
On Probable Cause.

 

It Will Be My Right
To Sit Here In Silence 

Or Speak Up In My Fight.
 

For The Jury To Judge Me
Who Will It Be, 

Who Is To Budge Me

And Everything That Matters

And My Heart Is In Tatters
Who Will It Be, 

Who Will Decide
The Jury Must Listen 
Without Taking Sides.

 
When All The Witnesses 

From Behind My Back.
I Have The Right 

To Look At Their Eyes
Axe Them My Questions 

Uncover Their Lies.

Then I Can Call Them

 
Whenever The Man

 Wants To Take  Me Out,
The Facts Have To Stand 

Beyond Reasonable Doubt.
 

Impoverished And Sad, 

Without Legal Tender,

This month the El Paso Bar Journal literary page presents a poem by Carole J. Powell

BILL OF RIGHTS RAP

Carole Jean Powell was born and raised in El Paso, and attended Ysleta High School. She 

Texas Tech.  Carole has been licensed since 2000, and has worked as a deputy El Paso County 
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CLASSIFIEDS

ASSOCIATION NEWS
El Paso Women’s Bar Association

sponsor the event.

El Paso Paralegal Association
The El Paso Paralegal Association will hold its Junel 

The El Paso County Legal Support  
Association’s

Monthly Meeting will be held Wednesday, June 9, 
2010 at Noon at the El Paso Club 18th Floor, Chase 

Acosta, RN, MSN, JD TOPIC:“Navigating through 

Legal Assistants”

Monthly Meeting will be held Wednesday, July 14, 
2010 at Noon at the El Paso Club 18th Floor, Chase 

TOPIC: “Social Security Disability”

Monthly Meeting will be held Wednesday, August 
11, 2010 at Noon at the El Paso Club 18th Floor, 

Dale Jarvis,  Assistant U.S. Attorney TOPIC: “Border 
Issues”

LEGAL LITERATI CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: 

recognize and cultivate their own creative impulses. We ask members 

short stories, or other creative expression. 

EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY 

vast general practice experience 

JJ at 915/203-0006.

The El Paso Bar Association has been selected to receive the 
LexisNexis 2010 Community and Educational Outreach Award 

Association has been selected to receive the LexisNexis 2010 Community 

members.  The awards will be presented at the ABA/NABE Membership 

Our congratulations to the El Paso Bar Association and to the Texas 

El Paso Bar Association 
& Texas Young Lawyers 

Association Win 
National Awards

Carlos Eduardo Cárdenas,

President of the El Paso Bar 

Association

of the Texas Young Lawyers 

Association
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 RESOLVING DISPUTES THROUGH 
MEDIATION OR ARBITRATION

Consumer and Commercial Law by the Texas Board 

The Lion and the Throne: 

The Life and Times of Sir Edward Coke

Sir Edward Coke prosecuted Sir Walter Raleigh, 
-

mous trial.  Some may see similarities between 

the Guantanamo detainees.  In any event, rights 
claimed by Raleigh and denied to him are now 

-
ca today [

preceived to constitute threats to the State--as 
 

(The Penguin Press, New York, 2007)

BY LYNN SANCHEZ
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